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RESEARCH OBJECTI VES

The National Institute of Mental Health (NI MH) supports research and research
training programs to increase know edge and i nprove research nethods on nent al
and behavi oral disorders; to generate information regardi ng basic biol ogica
and behavi oral processes underlying these disorders and the maintenance of
mental health; and to develop and inprove nental health treatnment and
services. Research and research training supported by the Institute may
enpl oy theoretical, |aboratory, clinical, methodol ogical, and field studies,
any of which may involve clinical, subclinical, and normal subjects and

popul ations of all age ranges, as well as aninml nodels appropriate to the
system or disorder being investigated and to the state of the field.

DI VI SI ON OF NEUROSCI ENCE AND BEHAVI ORAL SCI ENCE

The Division of Neuroscience and Behavioral Science (DNBS) supports

behavi oral , bionedical, and neurosci ence research and research training to
devel op and expand fundanmental know edge that can ultimtely advance the

di agnosis, treatnment, and prevention of nmental illnesses. DNBS is conmposed of
the foll owi ng four prograns:

Behavi oral, Cognitive and Social Sciences Research Branch
Behavi oral and Integrative Neuroscience Research Branch
Mol ecul ar and Cel | ul ar Neur osci ence Research Branch
Scientific Technol ogy and Resources

(el eolNeNel

St ephen H. Koslow, Ph.D., Director

Di vi si on of Neurosci ence and Behavi oral Sci ence
National Institute of Mental Health
Room 11- 103, Parkl awn Buil di ng

5600 Fi shers Lane

Rockvill e, Maryland 20857

(301) 443-3563

Emai | :  nfh@u. ni h. gov

The FAX nunber for the Division of Neurosci ence and Behavi oral Science is
(301) 443-4822

Behavi oral, Cognitive, and Social Sciences Research Branch

Research supported by this Branch concerns the cognitive, personality,

enoti onal, and social processes that underlie normal behavioral functioning
and adaptation. This includes research on factors that increase vulnerability
to mal adaptive outcones, as well as those that foster protection and
resiliency. Branch goals include understanding both genetic and experientia
contributors to behavior; the relations anbng social, psychol ogical, and

bi ol ogi cal processes; and devel opnental changes and continuities across the
lifespan. In addition to standard experinental, correlational, and

| ongi tudi nal nethods with human subjects, the Branch al so supports cross-

cul tural, behavioral-genetic, ethnographic, conmputational, and ani mal nodel
appr oaches.

The Branch is conprised of four broadly defined program areas: Cognitive
Sci ence; Personality and Enotion; Interpersonal and Fami |y Processes; and
Soci ocul tural and Environnental Processes.

Cogni tive Science
The Cognitive Science Program supports research that ains to discover

fundamental principles and mechani sms of cognition. Topic areas include
perception, action, attention, menory, |earning, know edge, reasoning, and



| anguage. Methods are drawn from psychol ogy, artificial intelligence,

I i ngui stics, philosophy, and neuroscience. Research may be conducted with
humans or other animals, at any stage in the lifespan. Purely conputationa
work is supported, but it should make substantive contact with behavioral or
physi ol ogi cal evidence.

Personality and Enotion

The Personality and Enotion Program supports research on basic processes in
enotion, personality, notivation, nood, and tenperament. The devel opment of

t hese processes across the lifespan is of particular interest. The program
al so supports research on enotional, self-concept, and personality

di sturbances associated with normative life-cycle transitions as well as non-
normative stressful conditions. Additional foci of the programare the

i ndi vidual differences in physiological and social notivation, attachment,

t emper ament / personal ity, and enotion regulation that may relate to resilience
or vulnerability to nental disorders. Studies of the roles of both
physi ol ogi cal and experiential factors in shaping these individual differences
are encour aged.

I nt erpersonal and Fanily Processes

The I nterpersonal and Family Processes Program supports basic research that
seeks to understand the continuum of interactive functioning, from adaptive to
mal adaptive, across the various phases of the lifespan. Specifically, the
program focuses on processes that regulate interactive behavior in a variety
of social contexts. These processes include: Genetic and biological factors;
psychol ogi cal mechani sns such as attitudes, persuasion, social cognition, and
soci al conparison; and overt interactive behaviors, enotions, and

i nterpersonal dynam cs that are involved in comunication, conflict,

di scipline and affective exchange. The types of interpersonal contexts
studied include intimate and marital relationships; famly, friend, and peer
networ ks; and small group interactions occurring in school or the work place.
Ani mal nodels also are of interest.



Soci ocul tural and Environnental Processes

The Soci ocul tural and Environmental Processes Program supports research on

br oad-scal e social and environmental factors that influence nental health.

This research fosters the understandi ng of both nornmal and abnornmal behavi or
as shaped substantially by macro-1|evel phenonena, such as social structure and
culture, and by their interactions with nore mcro-level processes. The
programis concerned with the influences of cultural, class, organizational

nei ghbor hood, and comunity factors on psychosoci al adaptation, including the
ef fects of econonmic hardship, mnority status, and acculturation. The program
al so considers nedia influences, and the psychol ogi cal impact of technol ogica
and environnmental change.

Cont act Per son

Mary Ellen Qiveri, Ph.D., Branch Chi ef

Behavi oral, Cognitive, and Social Sciences Research Branch
Di vi si on of Neurosci ence and Behavi oral Science

National Institute of Mental Health

Room 11C- 16, Parkl awn Bui |l di ng

5600 Fi shers Lane

Rockvill e, Maryland 20857

(301) 443-3942

E-mail: BEHAVSCI @HELI X. NI H. GOV

Behavi oral and Integrative Neuroscience Research Branch

The nission of the Behavioral and Integrative Neuroscience Research Branch
(BN) is to support research on the brain mechanisnms underlying cognition and
behavior in functional organisns and t hrough theoretical nodels, with a view
to understandi ng how cognition/behavi or devel ops, how it is maintained, and
how it is regulated. This know edge is crucial for inproved diagnosis and
treatment of all disorders of cognition and behavior including nmental illness.
The BN Branch is made up of four prograns: Cognitive Neuroscience; Behaviora
Phar macol ogy; Systenms Neuroscience; Theoretical and Conputationa

Neur osci ence.

Cogni ti ve Neurosci ence Program

The Cognitive Neuroscience Program supports research to elucidate the neura
mechani sns underlying higher nental activities including perceiving,

attendi ng, thinking, feeling, understanding, reasoning, intending, |earning,
comuni cati ng, and remenbering. These cognitive functions of the brain can be
studi ed through conbinations of behavioral paradi gnms, neurophysi ol ogy,
functional neuroimagi ng, neuroanatony, neurochenistry, and theoretica

nodeling in invertebrate, vertebrate, and hunan subjects.



Behavi oral Pharmacol ogy Program (BN P)

The Behavi oral Pharmacol ogy Program supports research on the behaviora

ef fects of psychot herapeutic drugs, psychotoninetic drugs, neurotoxins, and
ot her chemi cals used as specific probes to exam ne neuropharnacol ogi cal and
neur ocheni cal mechani sns by which vari ous behaviors are nodified, maintained
or controlled. Such studies may involve drug effects on | earned or

condi tioned behavi or (such as operant, classical Pavlovian, etc.), on

unl ear ned speci es-specific behavior (e.g., ethnopharnacol ogy), as well as drug
effects on nmenory processes. Also included are neurobehavioral studies of
psychot herapeutic drug effects on the devel opi ng nervous system Effects of
psychotropic drugs on behavior in aged organi snms, as well as gender

di fferences relative to drug responses are of interest. Oher foci include
i nnovati ve nodel s which can be used in designing and predicting therapeutic
ef ficacy of psychotropic nedications.

Syst enms Neur osci ence Program (BN-S)

A maj or function of the brain is the production and nmodul ati on of behavi ors,
the integration of internal systens, and the coordination of these systens
with the external environment. The Systens Neurosci ence Program supports
research on the neuronal nechanisnms and circuits underlying the devel opnent,
and regul ati on of behavior throughout the Iifespan. Such research includes
systens and conparative approaches toward understandi ng the anatoni cal
endocri nol ogi cal, physiol ogical, and neurochenical interactions between
identified neurons, networks of neurons, or brain nuclei. Specific areas of
interest include social and survival behaviors (as seen in field studies or
| aboratory situations) including aggressi on, conmunicati on,
sexual / reproductive, parental care, play; sleep and circadian nodul ators;
honeostasi s, including the regulation of food and water intake, and body
tenmperature; internal influences such as notivation and reward on the

organi zation of response systens; the inpact of endocrine and other

neur onodul atory factors on devel opnent and regul ati on of behavior; and
environnental influences on brain and behavi or systens including stress.

Theoretical and Conputational Neuroscience Program

The Theoretical and Conputational Neuroscience Program supports research to
devel op and/or apply quantitative analytic and sinulation to physiol ogical and
anat oni cal techniques and data to el ucidate the basic mechani sms of

i nformation processing in the nervous system The ultimate aimis to

under stand human i nformati on processing. The research exanines a variety of
neural systens--including in vitro, invertebrate, nonhuman vertebrate, and
human- - and may apply appropriately adapted quantitative approaches including
nonl i near anal ysis, nodels based on massively parallel organizations,
statistical theory, and information theory. It also supports purely

t heoreti cal approaches or anal yses with clear rel evance to neurobi ol ogy.

Cont act Per son

Ri chard Nakamura, Ph.D., Branch Chief

Behavi oral and Integrative Neuroscience Research Branch
Di vi si on of Neurosci ence and Behavi oral Science
National Institute of Mental Health

Room 11- 102, Parkl awn Bui |l di ng

5600 Fi shers Lane

Rockville, Maryland 20857

(301) 443-1576

Email: nrn@elix.nih. gov

Mol ecul ar and Cel | ul ar Neur osci ence Research Branch



The Mol ecul ar and Cel | ul ar Neurosci ence Research Branch supports research on
the nol ecul ar and cellul ar basis of normal and abnormal brain function related
to mental health and nental illness. Research areas supported include
neurotransmtter distribution and function, neuronal signal transduction
regul ati on of gene expression, neural devel opnent and its regulation

rel ati onshi ps of the nervous systemto the endocrine and i mmune systens, and
neur ophar macol ogy and di scovery of new psychot herapeutic agents. The Branch
consists of five prograns: the Neurotransm ssion and Neuroregul ati on Program
t he Devel opnental Neurosci ence Program the Neuroi munol ogy/ Neur o-vi rol ogy
Program the Neuropharnmacol ogy and Drug Di scovery Program and the

Neur osci ence Centers Program

Neurotransm tter and Neuroregul ati on Research Program

The goal of the Neurotransni ssion and Neuroregul ati on Research Programis to
el uci date the nol ecul ar and cel lul ar mechani snms underlying the role of
"neurotransmitters" in neuronal communication. Topics of interest include:
neur oanat ony, neurophysi ol ogy, neurochemni stry, biosynthesis, processing,
storage and rel ease of neurotransnitters, neuropeptides, and neuroregul ators;
nol ecul ar nechani sns of gene expression and regul ation; nol ecul ar recognition
by receptors; transduction of recognition signals into biological events;

i nactivation and netabolism Research sponsored by the Program uses

techni ques of nolecular and cell biology to uncover details of gene and
protein structure and organi zati onal principles of the brain's nolecular
architecture responsible for the neurotransm ssion process.

Devel opnent al Neurosci ence Research Program

The Devel opnental Neurosci ence Research Program supports research on the
role(s) of normal and abnormal patterns of neural devel opnent in determ ning
function and dysfunction in the nervous systemand the entire organism and on
the rel ated phenonenon of neuronal plasticity. The Program el ucidates the

nol ecul ar and cel | ul ar phenonmena and nechani sns responsi bl e for

"devel opmental " processes throughout the organismis life cycle. Research
within its purview spans studies of devel opnental |y expressed genes and
transgeni c ani mals; synaptic reorgani zati on and age-i nduced changes in brain
circuitry; hormonal and environnental influences; to behavioral function and
dysfunction derived fromaltered devel opnental organization of neurons.

Neur oi nmmunol ogy/ Neur ovi r ol ogy Research Program

The primary goal of the Neuroi nmunol ogy/ Neurovirol ogy Research Programis to
further understanding of the functional interconnections between the nervous
and i nmune systens and of the role of neurotropic viruses, such as HV, in the
etiol ogy of nervous system dysfunction underlying behavioral and nent al

di sorders. Scientific progress is being pursued in two distinct but rel ated
fields: neuroimmunol ogy and neurovirology. The neuroi munol ogy research ains
at elucidating how stress, depression and other nmental states affect inmune
system function and conversely, how an organi zed response to antigenic
chal l enge alters nmental states (i.e. producing sickness behavior). The
neur ovi rol ogy research focuses on uncovering nechani sns of cognitive and notor
i mpai rment caused by viruses.

Neur ophar macol ogy and Drug Di scovery Research Program

The Neur ophar macol ogy section of the Program supports research on the

neur obi ol ogi cal effects of psychotherapeutic and psychotom netic drugs; the
neur ot oxi ¢ potential of these drugs, especially when administered in utero or
postnatal | y; gender differences in drug responses; drug tol erance and
interactions; and the devel opnent of new chemical entities to serve as probes
of central nervous system functions. This Program encourages the devel opnent
of new ani mal nmodels of nmental illness in which drugs can be evaluated. The



devel opnent of any in vitro or in vivo nodels that can be used to study the
mechani sns i nvol ved in the devel opnent of refractoriness to treatment with
psychot herapeutic nedications is especially encouraged.

The Drug Di scovery section of the Program enphasi zes the design, synthesis and
testing of novel chenicals and natural product extracts for potentia

psychot herapeutic activity and encourages a range of in vivo and in vitro
studies to facilitate the discovery and devel opnment of new
psychophar macol ogi cal agents for the treatnent of nental disorders. Enmphasis
is placed on the collection, isolation, purification, and identification of

t herapeutic substances from natural sources (plants and aninals).

A critical service is provided by this programto the drug devel opnent field

t hrough a contract which provides state-of-the-art receptor and bi oassays for
CNS activity. Also supported by the programare the devel opnment of novel drug
delivery systems; devel opnent of ani nal nodels which may be nore predictive of
potential therapeutic use in human nmental disorders; devel opnent of novel or
improved in vivo or in vitro screening nethods for psychoactive agents;

devel opnent or fornul ati on of neurotrophic factors associated with nornal
cognitive processes or neurodegenerative di seases; devel opment of nove
receptor l|igands, especially those derived through cloned cell I|ines; methods
for prediction or earlier determination, via biological endpoints, of

t herapeutic responsiveness to nedication and/or biological markers for mental
di sorders; conmputer-assisted drug design, drug-receptor nol ecul ar nodeling, X-
ray crystall ography, etc.

Neur osci ence Centers Program

The Neur osci ence Centers Program supports highly integrated and focused
mul tidisciplinary research teanms to increase know edge on brain/ behavi or
functions. This research uses state-of-the-art neuroscience and behaviora
approaches to understand the brain in health and di sease. Two Center

mechani sns are used. The Centers for the Neuroscience of Mental Disorders
conponent integrates basic and clinical approaches to research on
schi zophreni a and other severe nmental illnesses, including affective

di sorders, anxiety and phobic disorders, sleep and circadi an disorders, eating
di sorders, and denmentias. The goal is to translate nbdern neuroscience
research advances into basic/clinical research applications. The Centers for
Neur osci ence Research conponent supports nultidisciplinary research teans to

i nvestigate novel hypotheses in basic neuroscience research related to nmental
health and illness. The goal is to support innovative and integrative
research on a highly focussed question central to the research mission of

NI MH

Cont act Per son
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Mol ecul ar and Cel | ul ar Neurosci ence Research Branch
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National Institute of Mental Health
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Scientific Technol ogy and Resources

Met hodol ogi cal and technol ogi cal innovations not only pernit new approaches to
be taken to old questions, but also stinulate investigation by raising new
guestions. Such innovations have been responsible for quantum advances in al
areas of science, including the brain and behavi oral sciences. Because the



breadth of brain and behavioral research extends fromthe nol ecul ar |level to
t he behavioral |evel, the tools and approaches which have all owed progress in
these areas are extrenely varied: fromnovel ways to assess behavior, to new
systens for recording neural activity, to innovative methods for identifying
gene expression.

Scientific Technol ogy and Resources conprises four Institute-w de prograns
whi ch focus on technol ogy: the Human Brain Project, the Small Business

I nnovati on Research Program the Small Busi ness Technol ogy Transfer Program
and the Small Instrunentation Program These prograns support technol ogy
research whi ch di scovers new know edge relevant to nental health, as well as
t he devel opnent and transfer of tools and approaches which nay be of use to
the nental health research comunity.

Human Brai n Project

The Human Brain Project supports transfer of technology fromthe research
domai ns of informatics, conputer science, telecomunications and rel ated
fields to the areas of neuroscience and behavioral science. This is
acconpl i shed through the support of research and research and devel opnment of
novel tools and approaches to acquire, store, manipul ate, analyze, integrate,
synt hesi ze, disseninate and utilize information about the brain and behavi or
Thi s program supports research and research and devel opment in all areas

rel evant to the m ssion of N M

Smal | Busi ness | nnovati on Research

Thi s program supports transfer of technology fromthe small business community
to the mental health research comunity by supporting the research and
research and devel opment of innovative and commercially viable tools and
approaches that might benefit brain and behavioral researchers. This program
supports research and research and devel opment in all areas relevant to the

m ssion of N M

Smal | Busi ness Technol ogy Transfer Program

Thi s program supports transfer of technology fromresearch institutions to the
smal | business comunity by supporting the research and research and

devel opnent of innovative and commercially viable tools and approaches that

m ght benefit brain and behavioral researchers. This program supports
research and research and devel opnent in all areas relevant to the nission of
NI MH

Cont act Person

M chael F. Huerta, Ph.D., Associate Director
Scientific Technol ogy and Resources

Di vi si on of Neurosci ence and Behavi oral Science
National Institute of Mental Health
Room 11- 103, Parkl awn Buil di ng

5600 Fi shers Lane

Rockville, Maryland 20857

(301) 443-5625

Emai | :  michael _huerta@i h. gov



DI VI SION OF CLI NIl CAL AND TREATMENT RESEARCH

In the Division of Cinical and Treatnent Research, the study of nental

di sorders is supported by research, research training and career devel oprment
in etiology, psycho-pathol ogy, diagnosis, treatnent, and prevention. This
probl em ori ented approach gi ves precedence to the disorders of nood,

schi zophreni a, personality, anxiety, and the special mental health needs of
children, adol escents, and ol der people.

Support is provided through research, research training, and fellowship
grants, program project grants, clinical research centers, and specifically
announced cooperative agreenents.

The support branches of the Division of dinical and Treatment Research are:

o] Child and Adol escent Disorders Research Branch

o] Clinical Treatment Research Branch

o] Ment al Di sorders of the Aging Research Branch

o] Mbod, Anxiety, and Personality Di sorders Research Branch o

Schi zophreni a Research Branch

Jane A. Steinberg, Ph.D., Acting Director
Division of Clinical and Treat nent Research
National Institute of Mental Health

Room 18C- 26, Parkl awn Bui |l di ng

5600 Fi shers Lane

Rockvill e, Maryland 20857

(301) 443-3683

Emai |l : jsteinberg@i h. gov

The FAX nunber for the Division of Clinical and Treat nent
Research is (301) 443-6000.

Chil d and Adol escent Di sorders Research Branch

The Child and Adol escent Di sorders Research Branch provides support for
research in the phenonenol ogy, etiology, genetics, diagnosis, classification,
| ongi tudi nal course, outcome, and treatnment (psychosocial, pharmacol ogi cal
and conbi ned) of mental disorders and clinical problems of infants, children
and adol escents through 18 years of age. The branch has prograns in autism
pervasi ve devel opmental disorders, early onset psychosis, obsessive conpul sive
di sorder, attentional and conduct disorders, affective and anxi ety disorders,
yout h suicide, eating disorders, and the area of conorbid nental
illness/nmental retardation. These studies enconpass devel opnent al

bi ol ogi cal , biochem cal, neurophysiol ogical, psychol ogical and social factors
associ ated wi th psychopat hology in the individual or famly



Support is provided in the follow ng areas:

(0]

Clinical research on the psychopat hol ogy, genetics, neurobi ol ogy,
psychosoci al aspects, clinical course, natural history, and etiol ogy of
di sorders affecting children and adol escents, such as autism pervasive
devel opnental disorder, and early onset schizophrenia; affective and
anxi ety disorders including youth suicide; attention deficit,

opposi tional defiant, and conduct disorders; nmental retardation with
behavi oral and enotional problens or associated nmental disorders; eating
di sorders, specific devel opmental disorders, personality disorders,

adj ustment disorders, clinically significant behavioral/enotiona

di sturbances of infancy, and enotional conditions or disorders

associ ated with physical illness or disabilities

Devel opnent, refinement, or evaluation of nethods for assessing,

cl assi fying, and di agnosing chil d/ adol escent nental disorders, course of
ill ness, synptom change, response to treatnent, social functioning,
and/ or devel oprmental delays or difficulties in children and adol escents,
i ncl udi ng questionnaires, interviews, and biol ogi cal, psychol ogical

radi ographic, el ectrophysiol ogic, or neuropsychiatric tests or neasures

St udi es of pharnacol ogic or other somatic treatnments for child and

adol escent disorders or conditions, including devel opnment and refinement
of specific treatnents, with exanmination of efficacy, safety, side
effects, and nmechani sns of action

St udi es of psychosocial treatnment methods for child and adol escent
di sorders or conditions, including devel opnment and refinenment of
specific treatnents, with exam nation of ef ficacy, safety, side
effects, and nmechani sns of action

Research strategies, designs, and analytic nmethods for assessing and
under st andi ng natural history and effects of treatment in individua
patients and their fanmilies, including statistical methods for conbining
information fromdifferent informants, and anal ytic methods for

[ ongi tudinal followp studies.

Cont act person
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Di vision of Cinical and Treat nent Research
National Institute of Mental Health
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pj ensen@i h. gov



Clinical Treatnent Research Branch

The Clinical Treatnment Research Branch provides support for a w de spectrum of
research dealing with pharnacol ogic, biologic, and psychosocial treatnment of
mental disorders in adults. O particular interest is the devel opnent and
eval uation of integrated psychosocial -biologic treatnents for both acute and

| ongi tudi nal course of illness. The Branch supports treatnent research
focused on schi zophrenia and schi zophreni form spectrum di sorders, nood,

anxi ety, somatoform personality, menstrual-rel ated, sleep, and sexua

di sorders, and any other specific mental disorder not assigned to another
branch for therapeutic research.

Support is provided in the follow ng areas:
o] Clinical evaluation of new nedications, new (off |abel) indications for

al ready marketed nedications, and nore efficacious use of nedications
for their current indications

o] Devel opnent, eval uation, and refinenment of nonpharnacol ogi ¢ bi ol ogi ca
treatments (e.g., ECT, light therapy, sleep manipulation, diet/nutrition
t her api es)

o] Devel opnent, eval uation and refinenent of various fornms of psychosocia
t herapies (e.g., individual behavioral, cognitive and psychodynam c

group; famly; marital; rehabilitation)

o] Devel opnent, evaluation, and refinenment of nmulti-nodality treatnents
i nvol vi ng various conbi nations of psychosocial, pharnmacol ogic, and
nonphar macol ogi ¢ bi ol ogi cal therapies

o] Clinical assessnent of safety and efficacy of therapies, including
acute, nmintenance, observational, naturalistic, and followp studies
where the enphasis is on treatnent

o} Studi es of adverse effects related to the use of drug, biological, or
psychosoci al therapies, including identification, incidence and
preval ence, pathophysi ol ogy, course, prevention, and treatnment of
adverse effects

o} Studies to identify clinical, psychol ogical, and biol ogical predictors
of treatment outcone in hunans

0 Studi es of the nechanisns and processes whereby treatments exert their
t herapeutic effect

o] Devel opnent of nethodol ogi es, design paradi gns. outcone assessment
instruments, and other techni ques or procedures for evaluating clinica
ef ficacy or adverse effects of treatnent

0 Assessment of the inpact of therapies on quality of life and soci al
vocational, and fanmily functioning, including personal and famly
response patterns to treatnent.

Cont act person

Robert F. Prien, Ph.D., Chief

Clinical Treatnent Research Branch
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National Institute of Mental Health
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Tel ephone: (301) 443-4527
Email: rprien@ih. gov

Ment al Disorders of the Aging Research Branch

The Mental Disorders of the Aging Research Branch supports a broad program of
basic, clinical, and applied research, research training, and career

devel opnent, focusing on the nature,

treatnment, and prevention of major nental disorders and

behavi oral dysfunctions in late Iife. Research is encouraged in the follow ng
areas: Al zheimer's disease and rel ated dementi as; psychotic disorders and
schi zophreni a; mood, anxiety, and

personal ity disorders; suicide; sleep disorders; and conorbidity of physica
illness and nmental disorders. Research is supported on disorders with initia
onset in early adulthood that continue into late life, as well as those with
onset in later life.

The substance of this research may be biol ogi cal, behavioral, psychol ogical
social, cultural, or nethodological; it my

include in vitro or in vivo clinical and | aboratory

i nvestigations with both animals and hunmans, but it nust have direct rel evance
to issues of nmental disorder or nental health in ol der persons.

The Aging Research Branch supports research in the foll owi ng program areas:

o] Neur obi ol ogy and brain imgi ng, including studies using the approaches
of the basic and clinical neurosciences, neuropathol ogy,
neur ophysi ol ogy, biochem stry, nolecul ar biol ogy, el ectrophysi ol ogy,
PET, MRI, and SPECT

o] Neur opsychol ogy, neuropsychiatry, and clinical psychopathol ogy,
i ncl udi ng studi es using techniques of clinical research, phenonenol ogy,
neur opsychol ogi cal assessment, and heal th and behavi or

o} Treatment assessnent, including studies of the efficacy and safety of
phar macot her apy, ECT, and somatic treatments such as bright |ight;
psychot herapy including cognitive, behavioral, psychodynanic, and
i nt erpersonal approaches, and conbi ned approaches in the devel opnent of
acute, continuation, and maintenance strategies

o} Psychosoci al and family studies and prevention research, including
studies of risk factors, social support, stress, and adaptation using
bi ol ogi cal and behavi oral techniques, including psycho-neuroi nmunol ogy

o] Research resources including support for clinical research centers,
research training, and research career devel opment awards.

Cont act person

Barry D. Lebowitz, Ph.D., Chief

Mental Disorders of the Aging Research Branch
Di vi sion of Cinical and Treatment Research
National Institute of Mental Health
Room 18- 105, Parkl awn Bui |l di ng

5600 Fi shers Lane

Rockville, Maryland 20857

(301) 443-1185

Emai |l : bl ebowi t z@i h. gov

Mbod, Anxiety, and Personality Di sorders Research Branch



The Mobod, Anxiety, and Personality Di sorders Research Branch supports research
on nmood, anxiety, somatoform and certain personality disorders. The range of
research supported includes studies on the nature, etiology, diagnosis,
classification, and course of the above-nentioned disorders. This branch is
al so responsible for treatnent studies of adult eating disorders.

The substance of the research nay be biol ogical, behavioral, psychol ogical
social, cultural, and/or nethodol ogical. The research may include in vitro
and/or in vivo | aboratory

i nvestigations, in conjunction with clinical investigations, if the focus of
the research is on etiol ogy or assessment of

af fective, anxiety, or related disorders.

The Branch is conposed of five programareas: (1) clinical and
psychobi ol ogi cal studies of nmpod disorders, including depression, mania,
mani c- depressive illness, nood disturbances, grief and depressive reactions
secondary to another illness, death or stressful life events, treatnent
studi es of adult eating

di sorders, and studies of suicide; (2) anxiety and somatof orm di sorders; (3)
personality disorders; (4) genetics; and (5) neuroscience of affective

di sorders.

Support is provided in the follow ng areas:

o] Research on the nature, description, diagnosis, classification
genetics, etiology, nechanisns, or processes, prediction, prognosis,
clinical course, assessnent, followp of npod, anxiety, somatoform and
personality disorders, and treatment studies of adult eating disorders

o] Research using m xed human and ani nal nodels to el ucidate the etiol ogy
or sonme clinical feature of these disorders.

o] Research focused on biol ogi cal paranmeters, including neurotransmtter
systems or inmunol ogy, hornonal and neurotransmitter assays, inaging
techni ques, etc., in relation to behaviors, specifically associated with

nmood, anxiety, and related disorders.
Cont act person

Mary C. Bl ehar, Ph.D., Acting Chief

Mood, Anxiety, and Personality Disorders Research Branch
Di vi sion of Cinical and Treatnment Research

National Institute of Mental Health

Room 10C- 16, Parkl awn Bui |l di ng

5600 Fi shers Lane

Rockville, Maryland 20857

(301) 443-1636

Emai | :  nbl ehar @i h. gov

Schi zophreni a Research Branch

The Schi zophreni a Research Branch provides support for research on diagnosis,
assessnment, etiology, genetics, clinical course and outcone, and

pat hophysi ol ogy. The Branch has progranms on

el ectrophysi ol ogy and neuroi nagi ng, bi onedi cal factors, clinical and
psychosoci al factors, and genetic studies of schizophrenia. Research may
i nvol ve: subjects with schizophrenia,

schi zophreni formill ness, schizoid and schizotypal personality disorders;
i ndi vi dual s who are deermed to be at high risk for devel oping any of the
di sorders |isted above; patients with psychotic features, e.g., atypica
psychosi s, psychosis not otherw se classified, paranoid disorders,

schi zoaf fective



di sorder (where the intent is to exanine this population in relationship to
schi zophreni a); and those with borderline

personality disorders where the intent is to exanm ne clinical features
relative to schi zophreni a.

Support is provided in the follow ng areas:

(0]

Research on biochem cal, genetic, neuroanatom cal, neurodevel opnent al

i mmune, and endocrine factors as they relate to schizophrenia and

rel ated di sorders; el ectrophysiol ogi cal studies and structural and
functional neuroi magi ng approaches relevant to the pathophysi ol ogy,
etiol ogy, synptomatol ogy, course, and outconme of schizophrenia spectrum
di sorders; and devel opmental factors and high-risk studies relevant to
schi zophreni a and rel ated di sorders

Research on the description, classification, and neasurenent of
psychopat hol ogi cal states in conditions relevant to schizophrenia; and
devel opnent of nethods for clinical research in schizophrenia and

rel ated disorders, including statistical assessnent, psychonetrics, and
instruments with specific relevance to schizophrenia

Studies in infrahuman species which relate to the basic nature,
etiol ogy, and processes specific to schizophrenia; and studies of
potential causes and nodel s of schizophrenia or schizophrenia-like
syndr ones

St udi es of behavi oral and psychosocial factors in the etiol ogy, course,
natural history, and prognosis of schizophrenia; assessnents of patterns
of response which may relate to course and outcone; and assessnent of

| evel s of inmpairment in social and vocational functioning.

Cont act person

Davi d Shore, M D., Chief

Schi zophr eni a Research Branch

Di vision of Cinical and Treat nent Research
National Institute of Mental Health

Room 18C- 14, Parkl awn Bui |l di ng

5600 Fi shers Lane

Rockvill e, Maryland 20857

Tel ephone:  (301) 443-4707

Emai | :

dshor e@i h. gov



DI VI SION OF EPI DEM OLOGY AND SERVI CES RESEARCH

The Division of Epideniology and Services Research (DESR) supports prograns of
research, research denonstrations, research training, and resource devel opnent
in prevention, services research, epidemn ol ogy, psychopathol ogy, assessnent,
classification, violence and traumatic stress, and health and behavior. A
closer alliance is fostered anong t hese broad

research areas as cross-cutting devel opnental opportunities arise anmong them
in mental health research

The research areas of particular interest to the Division are genetic,

devel opnental, and other epidemologically defined risk factors which

predi spose individuals to have a higher rate of illness than that of the
general popul ation; preventive interventions which are based on know edge of
risk factors and enpirically denonstrated approaches; research related to

i mproved delivery and effectiveness of nental health services to chronically
ill persons who | ack access to adequate systenms of care, nental health
services within the general medical care sector, and research on services to
traditionally underserved popul ati ons and targeted groups; research on the
prevention of violence with associated injuries and premature deaths,
especially in mnority popul ations, and on victins of energencies and

cat astrophi c events.

The branches in the Division that support research grants are:

Basi ¢ Preventi on and Behavi oral Medi ci ne Research Branch
Epi dem ol ogy and Psychopat hol ogy Research Branch
Preventi on Research Branch

Servi ces Research Branch

Vi ol ence and Traunmmtic Stress Research Branch

(el eolNelNelNe]

Darrel A. Regier, MD., MP.H, Drector

Di vi si on of Epidem ol ogy and Servi ces Research
National Institute of Mental Health
Room 10- 105, Parkl awn Bui |l di ng

5600 Fi shers Lane

Rockville, Maryland 20857

(301) 443-3648

Emai | dregi er @i h. com

The FAX nunber for the Division of Epideniology and Services Research is (301)
443- 4045.

Basi ¢ Preventi on and Behavi oral Medi ci ne Research Branch

The Basic Prevention and Behavi oral Medici ne Research Branch supports research
on the basic, behavioral, biological, genetic, and social factors and
psychol ogi cal processes that have an inpact on physical health and the

mai nt enance of enotional well-being. This includes a w de range of health-
rel ated studi es on the biological, psychol ogical, and psychosocial aspects of
stress, inmunol ogy, sleep, circadian rhythms, nutrition, ingestive behavior
reproductive function, sexual behavior, medical illnesses, exercise, and
health-rel ated attitudes and practices. The major enphases of the branch's
prograns are to devel op an understandi ng of the rel ationshi ps anbng behavi or
and physical illness and enotional dysfunction and to identify ways of
maxi m zi ng heal t hful behaviors and mininizing heal t h-damagi ng behavi ors.

Support is provided in the follow ng areas:
o} Research to identify procedures and interventions to prevent the

devel opnent of behaviors and psychol ogical states that are likely to
result in adverse health consequences, and to pronote those which



contribute to good health; research that aims to establish genera
principles for procedures that are effective in preventing, pronoting,
or changi ng health-rel ated behavi ors and psychol ogi cal states as well as
met hodol ogi cal research fundanental to preventive interventions

Studi es of the factors and mechani sms t hrough which individuals are put
at risk for devel oping disorder, including research on the relationship
of environnmental and psychosocial factors to health-rel ated
psychol ogi cal states; and identification and el ucidation of |inks

bet ween maj or and mnor |ife events/experiences and the devel opnent and
course of physical and nental disorder; the study of devel opnent al
psychosoci al, and bi ol ogi cal factors which influence risk-taking
behavi ors which threaten health and life; and the inpact of particular
soci odenogr aphi ¢ characteristics including age, race, gender, cultura
hi story, socioeconom c status, and geographic |ocation on health-rel ated
behavi or

Research to devel op and integrate behavioral and bionedical science,
know edge, and techniques relevant to health and illness to apply these
techni ques to prevention, diagnosis, intervention, and rehabilitation,
wi th enphasis on identifying and understandi ng the nmechani sms by which
medi cal illnesses, the central nervous system the endocrine system and
the i mune system affect behavior. Specific interests are behaviora
and bi ol ogi cal processes associated with ingestive behavi or and eating
di sorders, biological disorders including circadian rhythns, sleep and
sl eep disorders, rhythm c biological fluctuations including menstrua
cycle function and its disorders, reproductive behaviors, and
psychoneur oi mmunol ogy.



Cont act Per son

Fred Altman, Ph.D., Acting Chief

Basi ¢ Prevention and Behavi oral Medici ne Research
Di vi sion of Epidemni ol ogy and Services Research
National Institute of Mental Health

Room 10- 104, Parkl awn Bui |l di ng

5600 Fi shers Lane

Rockvill e, Maryland 20857

Tel ephone: (301) 443-4337

Emai | :  hf b@u. ni h. gov

Epi dem ol ogy and Psychopat hol ogy Research Branch

The Epi deni ol ogy and Psychopat hol ogy Research Branch (EPRB) provi des support
for research in the epideniology of nental disorders in population- and
clinic-based sanples, including estinmation of incidence and preval ence rates,
the natural history of disorders, and risk factors for disorder such as
genetic, psychosocial, biologic, environmental, and denographic
characteristics. The branch supports the devel opnent of standardized and
structured nethodol ogy for the assessment and cl assification of
psychopat hol ogy in children and adults, and the devel opnent of statistica
software applicable to the study of psychiatric disorders. The branch al so
supports clinical and epidem ol ogic studies on the classification, assessnent,
etiol ogy, genetics, clinical course, outcome, and treatnent of genera
psychopat hol ogy and ot her nental disorders.

Support is provided in the follow ng areas:

o] Studies to assess the nental disorders in the comunity including
i nci dence, preval ence, norbidity, natural history, and nortality and to
identify syndrones of nental disorders through determ nation of the
di stribution and association of clinical phenomena in specified
popul ati ons

o} Studi es of clinic or conmmunity popul ations defined by the presence or
absence of a particular prenorbid characteristic or other risk factor
or by first onset of a particular disorder

o} Research on the identification and assessnent of risk factors
i nfl uencing the devel opment and course of mental disorders, including
genetic, biochem cal, nutritional, physiological, behavioral
denogr aphic, personality, famly stress, or other factors that predate
the onset of a disorder; and observational or experinmental projects to
test hypotheses relating specific etiologic factors to nental disorders

o] Research to devel op and refine epidem ol ogi ¢ nmethods, instrunents, and
classification schenes directly related to studies of incidence and
preval ence of mental disorders in patient and comunity popul ati ons, and
rel ated to biological, psychological, and social risk factors for those
di sorders

o] Research concerning the nature, description, diagnhosis, classification
etiol ogy, treatnent, course, prognosis, or outcome of certain specific
nment al di sorders not assigned to another branch

Cont act person

Charles T. Kael ber, MD., Acting Chief

Epi dem ol ogy and Psychopat hol ogy Research Branch
Di vi sion of Epidem ol ogy and Services Research
National Institute of Mental Health



Room 10C- 09, Parkl awn Bui |l di ng
5600 Fi shers Lane

Rockville, Maryland 20857

Tel ephone: (301) 443-3774
Emai | : ckael ber @i h. gov

Preventi on Research Branch

The Prevention Research Branch provides support for research on (1) the
prevention of nmental disorders and rel ated behavioral dysfunctions and (2) the
promoti on of nental health. Priority is given to intervention strategies
based on a public health

per spective which avoid or interrupt the devel opment of

dysfunctional conditions and/or inprove individual adaptive capabilities in
at-risk popul ations. The branch al so supports research aimed at reducing risk
for onset of nmental disorders, and nethodol ogi cal studies especially rel evant
to preventive intervention research. O particular interest are studies
concerned with the prevention of socioenotional problenms and di sorders anong

i nfants and young children, conduct disorder and related disruptive behavior
probl ems in school -age children, anxiety and depression in all ages, suicida
behavi or, and the enhancenment of protective factors such as copi ng mechani sms.
Interventi ons may be universal, selective, or indicated and may be inmpl enented
in workplace, fam |y, community, education, or service settings.

Support is provided in the follow ng areas:

o] Preventive trials to test the efficacy, duration, limtation, and the
safety of biological, psychosocial, or ecological interventions designed
to reduce the incidence of nmental or enotional disorders and
dysfunctions wthin nonclinical and preclinical populations

o] Promotive trials to test the efficacy, duration, and limtations of
i nterventions designed to enhance nental health through inproved coping
skills or other protective factors

o} Theory-based preventive/pronotive trials that test and refine presuned
causal factors that underlie the devel opnent of psychopat hol ogy

o} Research to test rigorously the effectiveness of interventions through
control | ed, popul ation-based trials in real-world settings such as
school s

0 St udi es whi ch denpnstrate and val i date new nethods for dealing with

desi gn, subject selection, analysis, and neasurenent problems comon to
the assessnent of short- and |ong-term preventive/pronotive
i nterventions

0] St udi es of cost effectiveness, cost offset, or cost benefit of
preventive/pronotive interventions

o} Replications of effective preventive/pronotive interventions and
generalizations to other settings and popul ati ons

0 Identification and testing of factors that nediate and noderate the
effects of interventions, e.g., developnental stage, gender, cultura
status, or expectancy effects.

Cont act person
Eve K. Mscicki, Sc.D., MP.H, Chief

Preventi on Research Branch
Di vi si on of Epidem ol ogy and Services Research



National Institute of Mental Health
Room 10- 85, Parkl awn Bui | di ng

5600 Fi shers Lane

Rockvill e, Maryland 20857

(301) 443-4283

Emai | :  enosci ki @i h. gov

Servi ces Research Branch

The Services Research Branch supports research on mental health services
delivery and nmental health econonics at the clinical, systems, and community
levels in specialty mental health and general health settings. Major program
enphases incl ude

services for severely nentally ill persons, econonmic issues in nmental health
services delivery, nental health services within the general medical care
sector, services for those with co-occurring mental health and substance abuse
di sorders, services for children and adol escents, services for the elderly,
services for minorities, services for wonen, services for honel ess

mentally ill persons, services for those in rural areas, services for those
with nental illness and H V infection, research

met hods, and col | aborati on between acadeni c and research centers or institutes
and public nmental health agencies.

Support is provided in the follow ng areas:

o] Research that exanmines the availability, quality of care, use, cost,
structure, and inmpact of nental health and rel ated services, prograns,
organi zations, and systens; assessment of factors influencing the supply
and use of facilities and services; assessment of the need for and
access to services; hel p-seeking behavior; effects of changes in
different parts of the health care delivery system e.g., growh of
private hospitals, corporate hospitals, nursing hones, health
mai nt enance organi zations, and preferred provider organizations; inpact
of legislation and regulations on the provision of nental health
services; applications of information systens and ot her changi ng
technol ogies to nental health service systems; and application of
research results to nmanagi ng and i nproving nmental health services
programns

o] Research that focuses on the role of econonic factors in nental health
services, benefit coverage for such services, assessment of the costs of
services, and studies of the inpacts of various financing nechani sms on
the use and quality of care provided

o} Research that examines the clinical nanagement of patients with menta
di sorders, as typically conducted within particular types of treatnment
settings (e.g., general nedical outpatient, specialty outpatient,
general hospital inpatient), or on a conparative basis across settings,
i ncl udi ng preval ence surveys of particular forns of practice,
assessnments of diagnostic accuracy and treatnent effectiveness, and
control | ed experiments on innovative forns of services designed to
i nprove diagnosis, treatnent, or referral practice

o] Research that exami nes the provision of nmental health services within
the general nedical care sector and in general hospital and nursing hone
settings, including research on the relationship between the primary
medi cal care and specialty mental health sectors; adequacy, recognition
di agnosi s, and managenent of nmental and enotional problens by primary
care providers; and the coordination of care and referrals to nenta
heal th specialists.



Research that exami nes issues of nmental health care at the interface of
the I egal and nental health systens, including the organization, costs,
financing, accessibility, effectiveness, appropriateness, and outcones
of services for children and youth with enotional disorders in the
juvenile justice system (e.g., police, jails, courts, prisons, probation
and parol e, conditional release); and nentally disordered persons

i nvolved with or at risk of beconming involved with the civil law (e.qg.
conmitment, voluntary and involuntary hospitalization, determ nations of
"dangerousness" and inconpetency).



Cont act person

Thomas L. Lalley, MA. , Chief

Servi ces Research Branch

Di vi sion of Epidemni ol ogy and Services Research
National Institute of Mental Health

Room 10C- 06, Parkl awn Bui |l di ng

5600 Fi shers Lane

Rockvill e, Maryland 20857

(301) 443-3364

Email: tlalley@ih. gov

Vi ol ence and Traunmtic Stress Research Branch

The Viol ence and Traumatic Stress Research Branch supports

research on perpetrators of aggressive and viol ent behavior, victins of

i nterpersonal violence, and victinms of enmergencies and catastrophic events.
The scope of the program enconpasses the behavioral, psychosocial, and

bi ol ogi cal sciences.

Support is provided in the follow ng areas:

o] Studi es of the preval ence, course, correlates, treatnent, prevention
and managenent of aggressive and viol ent behaviors in children, youth,
and adults, including identification of protective factors that help
insulate children and adults fromthe risk of violent behavior; studies
of violent behavior in the mentally il

o] Studi es of the preval ence, etiology, diagnhosis, treatnment, and
prevention of the psychol ogi cal consequences [e.g., Post-Traumatic
Stress Disorder (PTSD)] of exposure to interpersonal violence, including
rape and sexual assault, famly violence (child physical and sexua
abuse, spouse abuse), anti-gay and -lesbian violence, and crinina
honi ci de

o} Studi es of the etiology, diagnosis, treatment, and prevention of the
psychol ogi cal consequences (e.g., PTSD) of exposure to enmergency and
catastrophic events, including disaster (e.g., hurricanes, floods),
combat, comunity violence (e.g., mass nurder), accidents, and forced
rel ocation



Cont act person

Ellen T. Gerrity, Ph.D., Acting Chief

Vi ol ence and Traumatic Stress Research Branch
Di vi sion of Epidemni ol ogy and Services Research
National Institute of Mental Health

Room 10C- 24, Parkl awn Bui |l di ng

5600 Fi shers Lane

Rockvill e, Maryland 20857

Tel ephone: 301 443 3728
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Email : egerrity@ih. gov



OFFI CE ON Al DS

The O fice on AIDS Prograns supports research and research training to better
under st and, assess, and treat the neuropsychiatric, behavioral, and
psychosoci al aspects of Human | mmunodeficiency Virus (H V) infection and Al DS
In the neurosciences, the general program areas include elucidating how H V

i nfection produces specific neuropsychiatric syndronmes, the natural history of
such syndrones, their inmpact on cognitive function and performance, and the
devel opnent of treatnents for HV central nervous system (CNS) disease. In

t he behavi oral and psychosocial arena, the general program areas include
identification of determ nants of maintaining | owrisk behaviors, especially
for hard-to-reach and special popul ations; the social contexts in which risk-
t aki ng behavi ors occur; the inpact of H'V and AIDS on the person, caregivers,
fam lies, and significant others; and the devel opment of nore accurate methods
to assess and treat H V-related nmental disorders and to inprove delivery and
access to nental health services to persons affected by H V.

The O fice on AIDS supports the followi ng areas of research

o] Research on the design, testing, and evaluation of theory-driven
behavi oral interventions designed to prevent and reduce high-risk
behaviors for H'V infection and maintain | owrisk behaviors in children
adol escents, and adults; research on interventions targeted to
popul ati ons for which current research data are not avail abl e;
investigator- initiated, nmulti-site projects designed to test
i nterventions across different popul ati ons and geographic | ocations

o] Research on the interrel ationships of A DS and Tuberculosis, wth
special reference to issues of adherence and conpliance to nedica
regi mens

o} Research on the behavioral issues in HV AIDS Cinical and Vacci ne

Trials, including recruitnent, counseling interventions, inforned
consent, adherence, and assessment of risk behavior

o} Research on diffusion and inplementation of AlIDS prevention prograns,
i ncl udi ng research on pronoting hel p-seeki ng behavi ors such as
counsel i ng, social support, and early intervention services; the role of
the community in preventive interventions; adherence to nedica
treatment, elucidating the determ nants of hel p-seeking behavi or anong
di fferent popul ations

0 Research on the psychol ogi cal and psychosoci al inpact of H 'V and Al DS
upon individuals, fam lies and conmunities,including studies on coping,
stress, bereavenment, caregiving, survival guilt, and inproving nental
health service delivery

o] Research into the effects of HV on the central nervous system (CNS)
i ncluding studies of CNS HI'V infection and the brain's influence on
i mune function; effect of HV infection on brain-imune interactions

0 Research into the brain, inmmune system and neurol ogical aspects of HV
i nfection, including studies of the effects of pharnacol ogi c treatnent
for AIDS-rel ated depression, anxiety, and cognitive inpairnent;
| ongi tudi nal studi es of the neuropsychol ogi cal devel opment of children
with H'Vinfection of the CNS; studies of animal nodels to determnine the
neur opat hol ogi cal alterations in the nervous system during both
asynptomatic and synptonmatic phases of the infection; studies to devel op
nore suitable, economical, and readily avail able ani mal nodel s which
closely mimc HV encephal opathy and apply themto the study of the
pat hogenesi s, neurol ogi cal, psychiatric, and neurobehavi oral eval uation
treatment, and prevention of CNS H V infection



Cont act person

Ell en Stover, Ph.D., Director

O fice on Al DS

National Institute of Mental Health
Room 10- 75, Parkl awn Bui | di ng

5600 Fi shers Lane

Rockvill e, Maryland 20857

Tel ephone: (301) 443-7281

FAX: (301) 443-9719

Emai |l : estover @i h. gov



OFFI CE FOR SPECI AL POPULATI ONS

The NI MH Associate Director for Special Popul ati ons adnministers research
training programs for racial/ethnic mnorities underrepresented in bionedica
and behavi oral research and research devel opnent awards for institutions with
substantial enrollnments of racial/ethnic mnority students. The prograns

i nclude the Career Opportunities in Research Education and Traini ng (COR)
Honors Under graduate program the Mnority Research Infrastructure Support
Program (M RISP); and the Supplements for Underrepresented Mnorities in

Bi omedi cal and Bi obehavi oral Research. A programto pronpte reentry into
Behavi oral and Bi onedi cal Research Careers is also adnministered by this

of fice. The COR Honors Undergraduate Programis intended to assi st
institutions with substantial enrollnment of racial/ethnic mnority students in
the training of greater nunbers of scientists and teachers in disciplines
related to research in nental health fields. The objectives of the program
are (1) to increase the nunber of well-prepared racial/ethnic mnority
students who can conpete successfully for entry into graduate prograns |eading
to the doctoral degree; (2) to aid in the devel opnent of a strong behaviora
and/ or bi ol ogi cal sciences curriculum and (3) to strengthen research training
programs in the behavioral and/or bionedical sciences.

The M RI SP program provides grants to institutions with a substantia
enrol I ment of racial/ethnic mnority students for support of research
projects, enhancenent of existing research infrastructure, and for advanced
training of faculty. These grants also provide support for graduate and
under graduate students to serve as research assistants on MRI SP research
projects. Appointnents of research assistants are nmade by the principa

i nvestigator on the MRISP grants.

The Suppl ements for Underrepresented Mnorities in Bionedical and Behaviora
Research are adm nistrative supplenents to existing research grants for
research and sal ary support for high school students, undergraduate students,
graduate research assistants, and junior faculty-level investigators. The
proposed research experience nust be an integral part of the ongoing research
of the parent grant supported by NIMH  The purpose of the supplemental awards
is to enhance the research capability of the minority student or faculty
menber, and to provide opportunities for mnority individuals to develop as

i ndependent, conpetitive research investigators.

Suppl emrents to Pronmote Reentry Into Bi onedi cal and Bi obehavi oral Research
Careers: This programoffers adninistrative supplenents to currently funded
NI MH research grants to support individuals with high potential to reenter an
active research career after taking time off to care for children or parents
or to attend to other fanmily responsibilities. Candidates nust be fully

trai ned researchers who wish to bring their research skills up to date.

Cont act Per son

Sherman L. Ragland, M S. W

Deputy Associate Director for Special Populations
National Institute of Mental Health

Room 17C- 14, Parkl awn Bui |l di ng

5600 Fi shers Lane

Rockville, Maryland 20857

Tel ephone: 301-443-2848

FAX: 301-443-8552

Emai | :  SRagl and@i h. gov



OFFI CE OF RURAL MENTAL HEALTH RESEARCH

The O fice of Rural Mental Health Research (ORVHR) was established to provide
a focal point for NIMH s prograns involving research on mental health problens
of persons living in rural areas of the United States. The activities of
ORMHR i nclude: planning and support for workshops and conferences dealing
with rural research issues; coordination with Federal and non-Federa

organi zations that have rural research interests; collection, analyses, and

di ssem nation of data; technical support of research efforts to inprove health
conditions in rural areas, and appropriate distribution of research findings.

In its program of research to understand and i nprove the nmental health of
rural Anmericans, the ORMHR focuses upon (but is not limted to) the follow ng
research issues

o etiology of nental health probl ens, including

o individual characteristics, the famly and comunity

o net and unmet need for nmental health services

o access and barriers to nental health services

o use of nental health services, including primry care
providers for nmental health probl ens

o quality of care for nental health probl enms
o outconmes of care for nental health probl ens
o cost of nental health services

o effectiveness of innovative nental health systems, services
and new t echnol ogi es

o prevention of nmental health problens

o nental health problens of special populations, including
children and adol escents, senior citizens, mnorities,
worren, and persons with H V/ Al DS

Cont act Per son:

Kathryn M Magruder, M P.H , Ph.D

Director, Ofice of Rural Mental Health Research
Par kal wn Bl dg., Room 10- 104

5600 Fi shers Lane

Rockvill e, Maryland 20857

Tel ephone: (301) 443-9001

FAX: (301) 443-4045

Emai | : kmagruder @i h. gov



RESEARCH SUPPORT MECHANI SMS

The array of research support nechani sns used by NI VH includes: Research
Project Grants (R01); Small Grants (RO3); Dissertation Research Grants (ROX3);
Program Project Gants (P01); First

| ndependent Research Support and Transition (FIRST) Awards (R29); Center
Grants (P20, P30, P50); Career Devel opnent Awards

(K series); Small Grants (R03); Behavioral Science Track Award for Rapid
Transition (B/ START), Academ ¢ Research Enhancenent Awards (AREA, R15) and
Conference Grants (R13). Mechanisnms for funding research training include:

I nstitutional Awards

(Training Grants) (T32); Individual Fellowship Awards -

Predoctoral (F30, F31) and Postdoctoral (F32). N M also

provi des support for the NIMH Snall Business |Innovation Research (SBIR) Grants
(R43 and R44), Small Business Technol ogy Transfer Grants (R41 and R42), and
Contracts.

Not e: Because the progranms have diverse requirenments, applicants are urged to
contact programstaff to obtain specific guidelines regarding their research
i nterests.

Mbst investigator-initiated research is supported by regular research grants
or small grants. Research grants are awarded to institutions on behal f of
principal investigators who have

designed and will direct a specific project or set of projects. Research

sci enti st devel opnent awards are nmade in order to

devel op and stabilize the careers of talented research scientists and to help
ensure continued productivity of exceptiona

scientists. Gants can be renewed at intervals or supplenented (with the
exception of small grants which are for 1 or 2 years only and cannot be

suppl enent ed) through the formal subni ssion and review process descri bed

bel ow, investigator(s) may apply for a renewal (conpeting continuation) of the
project by submitting an application for further support, including a report
of

progress and including specific plans for future work. Small grants, which
are limted to 1 or 2 years and $50,000 per year, are usually awarded for
pilot research or exploratory studies in areas new to the investigator and/or
for inpetus to investigators who are begi nning research careers.

The First Independent Research Support and Transition (FIRST) award provi des a
sufficient initial period of research for newy independent behavi oral
psychosoci al , and bi omedi ca

investigators to develop their research capabilities and

denmonstrate the merit of their research ideas in the nmental health field and
mental illness disciplines. FIRST applications nust request 5 years support
and are limted to U S. institutions.

Special Initiatives

Fromtime to time, announcenments of availability of research grants awards or
cooperative agreenents for collaborative

research in special areas are issued by the Director, NIMH  The Nationa
Institutes of Health (NIH) Guide to Grants and Contracts publishes on a
regul ar basis notices of the availability of new program announcenents and
requests for applications (RFAs).

Copi es of all N MH announcenents, guidelines for special

mechani sns, as well as a list of ongoing extramural program announcenents, are
avail able fromthe N MH Gopher (gopher.nimh.nih.gov), or by FAX fromthe N M
FAX4U (301) 443-5158, or by mail fromthe Division of Extranural Activities,

NI MH, Room 9C- 04, Parkl awn Buil ding, 5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, Maryland
20857, tel ephone: (301) 443-4673.



Contracts

Research and devel opment (R&D) contracts are used to support clearly
identified circunscribed activities with requirements specified by N W
Contracts may be used to acquire new or fuller know edge of a subject and/or
to apply such knowl edge and understanding to develop or create materials,
systens, or nethods of direct benefit or use to the Government.

At times, NI MH publishes in the Commerce Business Daily requests for proposals
(RFP) for specific project contract projects. Individuals or organizations
may conpete for proposed contract awards by responding to these announcenents.
(The Comerce Business Daily is a list of U S. Government procurenent
invitations, contract awards, subcontracting | eads, sales of surplus property,
and foreign business opportunities. It is published by the Conmmrerce
Department and is avail able by

subscription.)



APPL| CATI ON AND REVI EW

Applications are subnmitted on behal f of an investigator by a sponsor
institution.

Eligible Institutions. N M research grants are avail able to any public,
nonprofit, or for-profit institution such as a

uni versity, college, hospital, or community agency, units of State or |oca
government, and authorized units of the Federal Governnent. |n general
foreign institution are eligible only for regular research project grants
(RO1).

Staff Consultation. Potential applicants are encouraged to seek information
and consultation fromiInstitute staff. Names of key programstaff and their
t el ephone/ FAX nunmbers are included above in each Division/Branch description

Applications. State and | ocal governnent agencies should use form PHS 5161
Al'l other applicants should use form PHS 398 (rev. 5/95) for research
training and career devel opnent grant applications and form PHS 416 for

fell owship applications. Form 398 contains extensive gui dance regardi ng
application preparation. Prospective applicants are urged to read the
instructions carefully. Application kits are available in university grants
offices or fromthe Ofice of Grants Information, Division of Research G ants,
Nati onal Institutes of Health, 6701 Rockl edge Drive, Room 3034 - MSC 7762,

Bet hesda, Maryl and 20892-7762, Emmil: G RGARGPO. DRG NI H. GOV, Tel ephone: (301)
435-0714.

Applicants responding to specific announcenents should insert the number and
title of the announcenent in Line 2 on the first page of the application
Investigator-initiated applications are welcone. |If the nmental health

rel evance of a proposed project is not apparent, the applicant should state
the nental health problenms to which the proposal pertains. Applications not
falling within the Institute's stated areas of interest and/or not relevant to
mental health or illness will be referred el sewhere or returned to the
applicant.

O her components of the Public Health Service share interest in several of the
research areas described above. Applications are considered for acceptance
and assigned according to standing referral guidelines. Referencing this
announcement does not guarantee assignment to N MH

Applications nust adhere to the page linmtations noted in the application kit.
Conpl ete instructions for applicants are

included in the kits. The signed original and five (5) copies (2 copies if
form PHS 5161 is used) of the application should be sent directly to the

Di vi si on of Research Grants, National

Institutes of Health, 6701 Rockl edge Drive, Room 1040- MSC 7710, Bethesda,
Maryl and 20892-7710 (20817 for courier/overnight mail service).

NIMH is interested in applications fromall well-qualified

i ndi vi dual s; women and minority individuals in particular are urged to apply.
Al so, wonmen and minorities nust be appropriately considered for inclusion in
the study popul ations for research into the etiology of diseases, research in
behavi oral and social sciences, clinical studies of treatnment and treatnment
out comes, and research on the dynamics of health care, on appropriate
interventions for disease, and on disease prevention and health pronotion.

Grant Revi ew Procedures. Research grant applications are

reviewed for scientific and technical nmerit by an initial review group (IRG
convened by NI MH and conposed primarily of non-

Federal scientists. A second |level of reviewis provided by the Nationa
Advi sory Mental Health Council. By law, only projects recomrended for award



by Council may be considered for funding. Summaries of |RG recomendations
are sent to applicants as soon as they are available. Information on the NI H
Peer Review Appeals Systemis available fromthe Ofice for Special
Popul ati ons, Room 17C-16, Parklawn Buil di ng, 5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville,
Maryl and 20857, (301) 443-2847.

The NI VMH research support programis not subject to the

i ntergovernmental review requirements of Executive Order 12372 as i npl enented
t hrough HHS regul ations at 45 CFR Part 100. Snall grants and smal| business
i nnovati on research grants, Phase |, are reviewed at the IRG | evel only.

Review Criteria. Review criteria are different for the diverse prograns.
Usual ly, in the review of research grant applications, |IRGs consider the
significance and creativity of the research goals; the scientific merit and
validity of the specific research plan; the potential contribution to nmental
heal t h/ publi ¢ health know edge; the feasibility of the research; the

conpet ence and dedication to the project of the principal investigator and his
or her supporting staff; the adequacy of available facilities; the potentia
useful ness, generalizability, or heuristic value of the results; provisions
for the protection of human and ani mal subjects; and the appropriateness of
t he proposed budget for the work. Specialized programs may include specific
criteria which are published in the RFA

Recei pt and Revi ew Schedul e. Unl ess otherw se specified, NI VMH research grant
applications are accepted and revi ewed according to the follow ng regul ar
schedul e:

Recei pt of Initial Advi sory Earl i est

Appli cations Revi ew Counci | Revi ew Award Dat e

Feb. 1/ Mar . 1* June Sept . / Cct Decenmber 1 June 1/July 1*
Cct . / Nov. Jan. / Feb. April 1

Oct. 1/Nov. 1* Feb. / March May/ June July 1

*Anmended applications and conpeting continuation applications are to be
submitted on the latter dates, with the exception of center applications. Al
center applications are to be subnitted on the earlier dates.

Applications arriving after the above receipt dates are subject to assignnent
to the next review cycle or may be returned to applicant.

Al DS Expedited Application Receipt and Revi ew Schedul e

The special AIDS receipt, review, and award cycle for al
unsolicited new and conpeting renewal AIDS grant applications is as foll ows:

Recei pt of Initial Counci | Earli est
Appl i cations Revi ew Revi ew Award Date
Jan. 2 Feb./ March May/ June June

May 1 June/ July Sept ./ Cct. Nov .

Sept. 1 COct . / Nov. Jan. / Feb. Feb

Al DS applications received after the above dates will be held until the next
Al DS special review cycle.

Award Criteria. Factors considered in determ ning which research grant
applications will be funded include | RG and Counci

out comes, significance of the topic under study to N M

priorities as announced in this or other special announcenents or guidelines,
program bal ance, public health significance, and availability of funds.



Peri od of Support. Applicants (except those submtting small grant
applications) may request support for up to 5 years. A conpeting continuation
(renewal ) application may be submitted near the end of an approved period of
support to continue a project. A conpeting supplemental application my be
submi tted during an approved period of support to expand the scope or protoco
of a project during the approved period of the present grant. Special periods
of support may be specified for mechani snms ot her than regul ar research grants.

Terms and Conditions of Support. Gants funds nmay be used for expenses
clearly related to research projects and necessary to carry out the project.
Such expenses may include both direct costs which can be specifically
associated with the project and the allocable portion of allowable indirect
costs of the

institution.

Grants nust be admi nistered in accordance with the Public Health Service
Grants Policy Statenment (DHHS Publication No.(OASH) 82-50-000 GPO
0017-020-0090-1 (rev. 4/94).

Availability of Funds. Availability of funds is determ ned by annua
congressi onal appropriation



